
Does your proposed 
research use relevant 

material? 

NO YES 

Select YES or NO to advance 

More information: 
If you are not sure, 
refer to the relevant 
material decision tree 

Storage licence decision tree 



Does your research 
project have approval 
(or pending approval) 

from a recognised 
Research Ethics 

Committee (REC)? 

NO 

restart 

YES 

back 

Storage licence decision tree 



Did your tissue 
come from a    

Research Ethics 
Committee (REC)-

approved tissue 
bank? 

NO 

back restart 

YES 

Storage licence decision tree 



Do you wish to only 
temporarily hold cellular 
material (hours or a few 
days) for the purpose of 

obtaining material that does 
not contain cells, and have 
no intention to use or store 
human cellular material for 

research?  

NO 

back restart 

YES 

Storage licence decision tree 



Do you wish to only 
temporarily hold cellular 
material (hours or a few 
days), while it is being 

conveyed from one 
place to another? 

NO 

back restart 

YES 

Storage licence decision tree 



An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue for 
research purposes is 

not necessary. 

back restart 

An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue is only 
required if you are 
storing ‘relevant 
material’.  
For more information 
visit the HTA website. 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/guidance-professionals/licensing-information


An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue for 
research purposes is 

not necessary. 

back restart 

The Human Tissue Act 
2004 licensing 
regulations came into 
force on 1 September 
2006, existing holdings 
obtained before this 
date are exempt from 
licensing.  
For more information 
visit the HTA website. 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/policies/licensing-exemptions


An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue for 
research purposes is 

not necessary. 

back restart 

A licence is not required 
if storing tissues solely 
for use in a REC-
approved project. 
For more information 
visit the HTA website. 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/policies/licensing-exemptions


An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue for 
research purposes is 

not necessary. 

back restart 

A licence is not required if 
your tissue had been 
obtained from a 
Research Ethics 
Committee (REC)-
approved tissue bank. 
For more information on 
licensing exemptions, 
visit the HTA website. 
For information on REC 
approval, visit the Health 
Research Authority 
(HRA) website. 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/policies/licensing-exemptions
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/research-community/applying-for-approvals/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/research-community/applying-for-approvals/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/research-community/applying-for-approvals/


An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue for 
research purposes is 

not necessary. 

back restart 

If there is no intention to 
use or store human 
cellular material for 
research, and the only 
holding of the material 
is temporary (hours to a 
few days) and for the 
purpose of obtaining 
material which does not 
contain cells, then no 
HTA storage licence is 
required. 
 
For more information 
visit the HTA website. 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/policies/licensing-exemptions


An HTA licence for 
storage of tissue for 
research purposes is 

not necessary. 

back restart 

The temporary holding 
(hours or a few days) of 
cellular material, while it 
is being conveyed from 
one place to another, 
does not need to be 
covered by an HTA 
licence. 
 
For more information 
visit the HTA website. 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/policies/licensing-exemptions


You will need an 
HTA licence to 

carry out your work 

For more information 
about applying for a 
licence for storage for 
research purposes, visit 
the HTA website. 
 

back restart 

Storage licence decision tree 

https://www.hta.gov.uk/guidance-professionals/licensing-information
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