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Mouse handling poster: Terms of use

The NC3Rs has produced an A2-sized poster on non-aversive mouse handling methods for display in laboratory
animal facility rooms and corridors to help raise awareness about the methods and familiarise staff with the correct
technique, in conjunction with practical training.

For a full list of available posters and information on and how to implement non-aversive mouse handling in your
facility, please see our resource page: https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/how-to-pick-up-a-mouse.

Print specifications

The proper use of this poster requires the photos to be clearly visible, as they demonstrate the correct handling
technique. Therefore, it must be printed by a professional print service at the full A2 size.

This poster in this PDF has been set up to professional print standards and has crop and bleed marks added.
Please use the print specification outlined below and the printer will trim the poster to the finished size.

» Finished Size: 594mm x 420mm (A2 portrait)
= Print specification: Full colour
= Paper specification (ideally): 170gsm silk

If you have any issues, or need the file in another format, please contact enquiries@nc3rs.org.uk.

Circulation and reproduction
The poster in this PDF should not be circulated without this covering page attached to it.

Any requests to reproduce this poster, or to include it in any publications or training materials, should be directed to
enquiries@nc3rs.org.uk. You should include how, why and where the poster will be used so that we can consider
your case for approval. It is helpful to include any associated text, so we can see the context in which the poster
will be put.

Copyright: The attached poster and the content within it are owned by the NC3Rs and its partners. The poster
should not be adapted, and the content should not be sold or used to generate income.
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New methods to handle mice — time for a change

John Waters, Kelly Gouveia and Jane L. Hurst. Mammalian Behaviour & Evolution Group, University of Liverpool, Leahurst Campus, Neston CH64 7TE, UK

7KH zD\ WKDW \RX SLFN XS ODERUDWRU\ PLFH LQ° XHQFHVY WKHLU VWUHVVY ORQJHU WHUP DQ[LHW\ DQG UH(
responses 3. In contrast, picking them up in a tunnel, or cupping them on the hand, considerably reduces stress and anxiety, and results in animals that are much more
ZLOOLQJ WR LQWHUDFW ZI%HOWRZX DARO X DMSOH. WALSY IRU LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKHVH PHWKRGV <RXU FKRLFH VK

For further details and advice, see our free video tutorial at www.nc3rs.org.uk/mouse-handling-tutorial

Tunnel handling Cup handling Combined tunnel to cup handling

f*XLGH PRXVH LQWR WXQQHO ZL W Rcdapthblude brifb@ne or both palms f Pick up mouse in a tunnel
left mouse inside tunnel f Lift hand(s) clear of cage f7LS EDFNZDUGY RQWR RSHQ KD

f5HPRYH PRXVH E\ WLSSLQJ RXW EOFENZID VEWY RQ WKH KDQG ZLW K RYXOW XM WHRH{@GVWD\ ZLOOLQJO\

ZLWK HQG RI WXQQHO MXVW DERWHYWOHUIRFKDQG LV VX+ FLHQW RQFH PLFH DUH IDPLOLDU
f Mice habituate very quickly to tunnels ZLWK WKLY PHWKRG

f Ideal for less experienced handlers fOLFH VORZHU WR KDELWXDWH WR FXS KDQGOLQJ

f Minimal risk of being bitten f Needs more skill to prevent mice jumping,
f Abnormal behaviour easily spotted but can improve animal-handler bond

Tips for good handling Restraint for procedures

f Do not be hesitant f&DSWXULQJ DQG SLFNLQJ XS PLFH E\ WKH WDLO
f Use cage side and free hand f Once picked up, mice can be restrained by the tail, e.g. for sexing
to guide mouse quickly into the f 7TKH\ FDQ DOVR EH UHVWUDLQHG E\ VFUXx QJ DV (

WXQQHO s do not chase the mouse fBHVWUDLQW E\ WKH WDLO RU VFUX- doesnot UHYH
ZLWK WKH WXQQHO of tunnel and cup handling *

fbonot ZDLW IRU WKH PRXVH WR HQWHU
voluntarily, actively guide it in
f:LWK JRRG WHFKQLTXH PRXVH ZLOO JR
VWUDLJKW LQ s SUDFWLFH PDNHV SHUIHFW
fOLFH IDPLOLDU ZLWK WXQQHOV HQWHU
more readily
fS3URYLGH PLFH ZLWK D WXQQHO LQ WKHLU
home cage if possible 2
fOLFH VWD\ LQ WKH WXQQHO ZKHQ OLIWHG
up, but cover tunnel ends to move

animals safely over a distance

f7LS PLFH RXW EDFNZDUGYV do not

shake them out
0) a
f Smooth clear plastic tunnels are _ H Q Ha WV

ideal, 50 mm in diameter f Mice are much less anxious than those - r P
1-3 -

picked up by the traditional tail method

f You can still restrain mice manually by the
WDLO EDVH RU VFUX- ZKHQ%

fOLFH VKRZ PRUH UHOLDEOH"_' "; :
and physiological responses *

f They only need brief experience of tunnel

handling to habituate 23
f , QH[SHULHQFHG PLFH PD\ WU\ WR MXPS R- RSHQ DfQ)ﬁ’ceskilIed,youcanpickupmicebytunnel

IRU D IHZ VHFRQGYV QHHG WR SUDFWLFH WR
f See video tutorial for more detailed advice EXW LWoV ZRUWK LW
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